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Bordered by the magnificent Port Phillip 
Bay on one side and tranquil parks and 
gardens on the other, the City of Port 
Phillip is a beautiful place to live and one of 
Melbourne’s favourite playgrounds. 

Visitors flock to this vibrant bayside location 
to enjoy the great shopping, dining, cafés, 
culture and entertainment.

The City of Port Phillip is well served 
by a number of varied and substantial 
retail, entertainment and leisure precincts, 
including Bay Street, Clarendon Street, 
Fitzroy and Acland Streets, Carlisle Street 
and several vibrant neighbourhood centres.

Port Melbourne
www.portmelb.com
Port Melbourne’s foreshore and breezy tree-
lined Bay Street retail strip boast an impressive 
selection of hip pubs, chic restaurants and 
cafés, unique boutiques and speciality shops, 
modern hair and beauty retreats and a host 
of professional and commercial services. 

Check out: Pharmakon
Boutique pharmacy. 86 Bay Street.

Check out: Eurodore
A food lover’s delight. 271 Bay Street.

Check out: Readings
Books, music and café. 253 Bay Street.

South Melbourne
www.southmelbourne.com
Clarendon Street is the main artery of 
South Melbourne with everything from 
banks, supermarkets, florists, fashion retailers 
and somewhere to stop and eat, drink and 
watch the world go by on every corner. 
The numerous side streets have their own 
unique and boutique retail offerings and 

casual eating spots. In addition, the South 
Melbourne Market is THE place to go for 
fresh produce, deli specialties, homewares 
and fashions — all at bargain prices.

Check out: Paper Point
Papers and boards. 259 Coventry Street.

Check out: Le Metro
Accessories and jewellery. 231 Park Street.

Check out: Peter Watson
Seriously good food. 6 Union Street 
(between Coventry & Dorcas).

Check out: Body Freedom Urban 
Retreat
Day spa & gifts. 392 Clarendon Street.

St Kilda
www.stkildavillage.org.au
www.stkildamelbourne.com.au
St Kilda is defined by two distinct retail 
strips, Fitzroy Street and Acland Street. 

Renowned for its contradiction of 
new-found chic alongside shabby charm, 
Fitzroy Street never sleeps, with the bright 
neon lights and constant hum of nightlife 
unfolding to lazy days of sidewalk cafés 
and parades of people.

Acland Street is the cosmopolitan centre 
of St Kilda. For the serious shopper, there’s 
a wide range of clothing stores, quirky gift 
shops, retro and op shop treasures, funky 
homewares, art and collectables. And 
tucked away in the side streets are some 
fabulous designer fashion boutiques.

Check out: Puppy Phat
For amazing pet gifts. 225 Barkly Street.

Check out: Origen
Fashion, gifts, jewellery. 72 Acland Street.

Check out: Chronicles Bookstore
Specialist bookstore. 91 Fitzroy Street.

Check out: Moss
Homewares, & furniture. 149 Fitzroy Street.

Balaclava
www.carlislestreet.traders.net.au
The Carlisle Street shopping strip in Balaclava 
has a groovy, Bohemian feel developed over 
years from the many cultures of European 

immigrants. With European culture comes café 
culture and a cosmopolitan shopping precinct 
offering the best produce and services to meet 
the local communities’ everyday needs. 

Check out: Lulu Design Store
Fashion, gifts, jewellery. 322A Carlisle Street. 

Check out:  The Coffee Company
Coffee, tea, hardware, accessories, gifts and 
samples. 260 Carlisle Street.

Check out: Collective Melbourne
A collection of unique expressions within a 
café and gallery. 120 Carlisle Street.

Albert Park
www.albertparkvillage.com.au
Albert Park is only minutes from the 
foreshore, with Bridport Street and 
Victoria Avenue renowned for their 
upmarket retailers and trendy cafés where 
Melbourne’s cool crowds gather for 
breakfast, supper and everything  

Shopping Anyone? - A Snapshot of the City of Port Phillip’s    Vibrant Shopping Precincts

What could be better after a hard day’s shopping than a little pampering and a cup of coffee? 
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in-between. You will see no chain stores 
or multi nationals here; only specific stores 
that have tailored their offerings to meet 
the needs of visitors to the area and their 
local community.  

There are too many favourites to name: 
look out for the fabulous restaurants 
including Kamel and Misuzu’s and up-and-
coming designer store, Artisan’s Gallery.

Check out: Chocolates on the Avenue
Chocolates & hampers. 140 Bridport Street.

Check out: Empire 111
Unusual art deco gifts. 111 Cardigan Place.

Check out: Kitty K
Beautiful lingerie. 113 Bridport Street.

Check out: Dzign
Homewares, gifts & jewellery.  
115 Dundas Place.

Middle Park
Albert Park’s twin precinct, Middle Park, 
also prides itself on its relaxed relationship 
with the more raffish charms of St Kilda. 
Armstrong Street is the hub of a friendly 
and comfortable culture and offers myriad 
specialist retail offerings, eating-out options 
and general convenience shopping. Known 
for its congeniality and goodwill to its local 
community, the shops in this precinct have 
been there for many years and are familiar 
with the requirements of the community.  
There are many wellbeing centres, a 
quality gift and homewares store, and 
ladies fashion and children’s wear stores.

Check out: Filly and Mare
Ladies fashion. 15 Armstrong Street.

Check out: Cookie Kids
Kids clothes & gifts. 253C Richardson Street. 

Check out: Winkle Gifts
Unusual gifts. 26 Armstrong Street. 

Elwood Village
Café culture is strong in Elwood 
Village but the pace is relaxed. It is well 
frequented by the locals for all their 
shopping needs. This precinct holds a 
great wine store, gourmet butcher and 
deli and a range of specialist retailers 
including optometrists, beauty salons, 
hairdressers, fashion for men and women, 
and a surf shop. 

Check out: Alafia Gallery
Original and exotic gifts.121 Ormond Road.

Shopping Anyone? - A Snapshot of the City of Port Phillip’s    Vibrant Shopping Precincts New Attraction 
in Clarendon St
The old Coles site situated in the heart of 
Clarendon Street was for many years one 
of the least attractive vistas in this vibrant 
and bustling shopping strip. 

Since September however, the view 
has improved dramatically following the 
opening of the stylish new Clarendon 
Centre, which takes the shopping 
experience to a new level.

The Clarendon Centre is creating a major 
focal point for shopping and dining in 
South Melbourne with 21 specialty stores 
in addition to a new generation Coles 
supermarket. It also boasts 226 undercover 
car parks that offer one hour free parking.

On the upper levels of the Centre are 
3000 square metres of offices, which will be 
occupied from early 2008.

Christmas shopping is now in full swing, 
launched at the Centre during Santa’s 
exciting arrival on 1 December when there 
were giveaways for children and food and 
wine tastings.

The special Christmas lights and 
decorations will be featured until 
Christmas. Photos with Santa will be 
within the Centre every Thursday, Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday. 

The Clarendon Centre is well on the way 
to becoming a major drawcard for South 
Melbourne, which will benefit all traders in 
the precinct.

www.southmelbourne.com

The stylish new Clarendon Centre brings new energy 
to the heart of South Melbourne.

Check out: Serene Living
Homewares. 155 Ormond Road.

Check out: Ebisu Design
Anything Japanese. 161 Ormond Road.

Check out: Eclectic Trading
Jewellery, ceramics, prints and textiles.  
22 Ormond Road.

Ripponlea 
The nearby Ripponlea is a quaint retail 
strip that focuses on fine foods and 
prides itself on its unique character and 
unusual retail offerings. An exotic mix of 
Middle Eastern delicacies and giftware are 
intermingled along the street with clothing, 
fresh food and beauty salons. There are 
also a number of great cafés, bars and 
restaurants tucked in amongst the shops. 

Check out: Firebrand Bakery
Wood-fired oven products. 69 Glen Eira Rd.

Check out: Yumi’s 
Seafood and Kosher, dairy and gluten free 
products. 29 Glen Eira Road.

Check out: Hula
Soaps and fragrances. 55 Glen Eira Road. 

Fitzroy Street is a hive of activity 24 hours a day.
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Two local City of Port Phillip businesses 
were represented at the recent Australian 
Home Based Business Awards where they 
were pitted against finalists from Victoria, 
New South Wales and Queensland.

The Awards, presented by Victorian Minister 
for Small Business, The Hon Joe Helper MP, 
attracted a diverse representation of the 
home-based business sector — an industry 
on the rise with more than 67 per cent of 
small businesses based in the home. 

The best-performed businesses in the areas 
of merchandising, business services, trade 
services, hospitality/farming and personal 
services were recognised. 

The 2007 category winner for Personal 
Services was local business owner Jacquie Wise. 

Jacquie runs Wise Ways based in South 
Melbourne where she assists people 
to develop a heightened sense of self-
awareness, aligning their values with their 
goals to create sustainable solutions and 
accelerate results. 

Specialising in confidence building, Jacquie 
coaches individuals to significantly improve 
their skills, confidence and contribution.

On receiving her Award Jacquie said, “It’s 

an honour to be selected as the best in my 
field from so many entries Australia-wide.”

A finalist in the Business Services category 
was Alan Schwartz. Alan is the principle of 
St Kilda-based debt management company 
Alan Associates.

Awards Organiser John Gannan said the 
judges were looking for businesses that 
showed innovation in each award category.

“The Awards are about recognition, which 
builds self confidence, self esteem and 
professionalism. An increase in recognition 
leads to an increase in business,” he said.

People are ditching the traditional 
workplace and opting to combine lifestyle 
and work to run their own businesses from 
home. This creates a dynamic and diverse 
network that is shaping the way people go 
to work.

If you are a home based business within 
the City of Port Phillip, we would love to 
hear your story. Contact Alison Fitzgerald 
on 9209 6243 or email afitzger@portphillip.
vic.gov.au

www.wiseways.com.au

www.debtcollectionmelbourne.com.au

www.homebasedbusinessawards.com.au

Local Businesses Shine

The Hon Joe Helper MP (right) presents finalist Alan 
Schwartz with his Award.

Wise Ways Jacquie Wise was honoured by her Award.

Grow Me The Money is a free program 
for Victorian businesses interested in 
environmental sustainability.

The program involves collaboration 
between business, government, 
universities and environmental 
management experts to help all 
Victorian businesses take important 
steps towards eco-friendly ways of doing 
business, which can also save money.

Grow Me The Money focuses on 
correcting the over consumption of 
resources such as electricity and water, 
and reducing waste. When initiatives 
are implemented, businesses can make 
substantial cost savings in these areas. 

Whether a small, medium or large 
business, Grow Me The Money has 
something for every organisation. If 
your business is already making changes 
or if you have particular experience 
or expertise that you’d like to share, 
Council wants to hear from you!

Register your business interest with 
Alison Fitzgerald on 9209 6243 or 
email afitzger@portphillip.vic.gov.au

www.growmethemoney.com.au

www.vecci.org.au

Grow Me  
The Money

The latest release of the 2006 Census 
data indicates that the City of Port 
Phillip’s population has increased to 
85,012 (+ 6,785) over the five year 
period (2001-2006).

The municipality experienced a significant 
increase in the age group of 35-49 years. 
Age groups 5-11, 12-17 and 70-84 
decreased and there was an increase in 
the age group of 35-49 years. 

Did You Know? In respect to household types, the 
‘couples without children’ category had 
the most significant change in the five 
year period, increasing by 1,144 and 
making up 54.6% of total family types 
within the municipality. 

All neighbourhoods experienced growth 
in populations during this time, with 
St Kilda continuing to be the largest 
neighbourhood with a population of 
18,925. South Melbourne has the smallest 
population making up 8.6% of the total 

population with 7,275 people. Port 
Melbourne experienced one of the 
most rapid growths increasing from 
10,359 residents to 12,598. St Kilda 
Road also experienced a substantial 
growth increasing from 5,999 to 8,068 
residents. 

Detailed information that may impact or 
influence your future business decisions 
can be found at www.portphillip.vic.
gov.au/census_2006_demo.html
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As part of a long term program to 
boost tourism in the City Of Port Phillip, 
Council recently hosted a visit to St Kilda 
by 28 volunteer Melbourne City Tourism 
Ambassadors.

The purpose of the visit was to allow the 
volunteers to familiarise themselves with 
what St Kilda has on 
offer for visitors to 
Melbourne.

The Ambassadors are 
all volunteers for the 
City of Melbourne 
and are stationed at 
Federation Square’s 
Visitor Information 
Centre, the Bourke St 
Mall Visitor Information 
booth and on the 
streets in the CBD.

An itinerary/fact 
sheet of all the places 
visited for each of 
the volunteers was 
provided, together 
with a copy of a 
recent issue of this 
newsletter featuring 
local businesses 
and highlighting the 
foreshore connections project.

The itinerary was found to be very useful 
and something that the Ambassadors can 
refer to when promoting St Kilda. The 
itinerary will also be included in the City 
of Melbourne’s next newsletter, which was 
prepared for the Ambassadors to assist 
them in better understanding tourism.

The volunteer Melbourne City Tourism Ambassadors now have a lot more knowledge about the attractions in St Kilda.

Ambassadors to Help Boost Tourism

Highlighted during the tour was access to 
the area via public transport and the ease 
of getting around on foot.

The newly established “easy-access” tram 
super stops were pointed out as access 
is often an issue for older people. This 
proved beneficial to the Ambassadors, 

given that most of the 
volunteers were retirees.

Favourable comments 
were received from the 
Ambassadors throughout 
the day. “This is fantastic,” 
said one, “we know of 
St Kilda but it is so much 
better to experience 
it, walk the streets and 
find out that little bit 
more about each of the 
places.”

According to trip 
organiser, Adriana 
Frescura, they loved the 
St Kilda Botanic Gardens. 
“They didn’t know that 
they existed and really 
enjoyed the rainman 
sculpture. The group 
also visited the Jewish 
Museum, had morning 

tea in Fitzroy Street, had a tour of St Kilda 
Baths and utilised public transport.”  

If you are in the business of tourism, let 
us know. We will be developing a Tourism 
Association or committee in the new 
year and would love to connect with you. 
Contact Adriana Frescura on 9209 6361 
or email afrescur@portphillip.vic.gov.au.

A Gallery With a 
Difference
SmartArtz Gallery is a novel concept that is 
an interesting blend of art gallery, function 
centre and caterer.

The new gallery, which is located at 2 Alfred 
Place, South Melbourne, opened with a bang 
with more than 200 guests and many of 
Melbourne’s leading celebrities in attendance. 

SmartArtz is the brainchild of interior 
decorators Sharon Dawson and Di 
Bartholomeuz and caterer Kim Walsh. It 
offers original art to enhance the interiors 
of offices and homes across Melbourne. 

“We support both local and imported 
artists and have an ever-changing portfolio 
of affordable works to choose from,” said 
co-owner Sharon Dawson.

SmartArtz Gallery specialises in rentals and 
sales of original paintings on canvas.

“If you are looking to accentuate the value 
of your property during the pre-sale period, 
SmartArtz can supply the right ambience 
for your walls,” Sharon said. 

The gallery section offers three or four 
separate spaces for artists to exhibit with 
opening nights that can be fully catered 
through in-house caterers Beauty and the 
Feast, well known for scrumptious and 
innovative food.

The Gallery is also available for functions 
and can easily facilitate small, intimate dinner/
cocktail parties for twenty guests up to large 
events such as product launches and office 
Christmas parties for up to 200 people.

Sharon said, “We are excited about the 
future of the Gallery and invite everyone 
to pop in for a coffee and view works by 
some of Australia’s leading artists”.

www.smartartzgallery.com.au

Smart Artz is an exciting mix of art gallery, original 
art rental, function centre and caterer.

St Kilda - just the place 

to hang out.

“The Ambassadors 

really enjoyed their day 

out exploring St Kilda. 

The experience will 

help them to promote 

the area as an exciting 

and vibrant destination 

for tourists,” said 

Adriana Frescura.
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Economic Development 
City of Port Phillip
Private Bag 3
PO St Kilda Vic 3182
Phone: +61 3 9209 6777
Fax +61 3 9536 2733
business@portphillip.vic.gov.au
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Printed on 50% recycled art

by Print Bound Pty Ltd

Tel: 9894 1533

www.printbound.com.au

YOUR FEEDBACK
Suggestions and contributions are welcome  
so tell us what you think and what information 
you would like included. Email us at  
business@portphillip.vic.gov.au 

The City of Port Phillip denies any liability for 
any loss, damage or injury resulting from any 
person relying on information obtained by or 
through this newsletter. The City of Port Phillip 
is in no way responsible for any information 
which may appear in this newsletter. Such 
information is made available in good faith as a 
community service.

This information is provided by the City of 
Port Phillip to inform businesses about Council 
services and responsibilities. For a translation 
of this information contact the Council’s 
interpreter service.

For a translation in Cantonese call 9679 9810, 
for Greek call 9679 9811, for Polish call 9679 
9812 and for Russian call 9679 9813.

Join the Port Phillip business network on 
www.portphillipbusiness.com.au/subscribe.

Keep up-to-date with all the latest events, 
courses and news. It’s Free.

www.portphillipbusiness.com.au

Want Your 
Business 
Recognised?
In each issue of this newsletter we profile 
local businesses doing great things.

Does your business have a great story to tell?

If so, why not let us know so we can tell others. 
If your business is breaking new ground, using 
innovative solutions, has won an award or a 
major contract, or you know of a company that 
has, we would like to hear about it. 

Send a few details in an email to business@
portphillip.vic.gov.au and you could see your 
business profiled in a future issue.

Award-wining specialist 
technology integrator, 
howdoi.com, grew 
out of the frustration 
experienced by its 
founder and managing 
director Simon Zettl 
when he bought a 
smart wired house and 
found out it wasn’t very 
smart at all.

Simon, who had held 
senior positions in 
several information 
technology companies, 
complained to the developer who replied, 
“well, you’re in the industry, give me a 
solution”.

That is exactly what Simon did. In the 
process he won a contract to remedy the 
rest of the estate and howdoi.com was 
born.

The Port Melbourne-based howdoi.com 
specialises in the planning, design, supply 
and installation of automated electronic 
systems for both commercial and residential 
installations.

“This includes integrating lighting, security, 
entertainment and environmental aspects, 
thereby bringing all the home systems into 
one easy-to-use wireless touch-screen 
interface,” said Simon.

“A lot of our installations actually increase 
the energy efficiency of a house by 
triggering lights to dim or blinds to open 
and close depending on light conditions.”

Towards the Intelligent House

One of the award-winning automated electronic systems by howdoi.

Although the company does install its 
systems into existing houses, it prefers to be 
involved at the design stage of a new home 
project or major renovation.

The howdoi.com team works closely with 
builders and architects to specify space 
requirements and equipment specifications 
as early as possible during the design stage.

howdoi.com’s excellence has been 
recognised with numerous industry awards 
by CEDIA, the Custom Electronic Design & 
Installation Association.

It was recently awarded the 2007 CEDIA 
Best Integrated Home Installation under 
$50,000 Award and runner up in the 2007 
CEDIA Best Custom Installation Award. 
And in 2006, howdoi.com won the CEDIA 
Best Commercial Installation and Best 
Media Room Awards.

www.howdoi.com.au
www.cedia.com.au

The band Husky performed at Grill’d in Acland 
Street during this years event 

The St Kilda Festival’s hugely popular Live 
N Local program is returning in 2008. From 
3-9 February nine St Kilda businesses will 
be hosting a range of entertainment from 
comedy to music and a few more surprises. 

Live N Local Returns in 2008
If you are a St Kilda business that missed out 
on listing your festival special it may not be 
too late. The deadline has been extended 
until 15 December 2007. Log onto www.
stkildafestival.com.au/traders and enter your 
details. Businesses participating in the program 
receive free promotion of the special they are 
offering on the Festival website. 

Key St Kilda Festival dates are:

2 Feb: 	 Free outdoor Indigenous 
Festival in O’Donnell Gardens 
- Yalukit Wilam Ngargee

3-9 Feb: 	Live N Local program – in 
various St Kilda locations

10 Feb: 	St Kilda Festival Day

More info at: www.stkildafestival.com.au

Thanks to our Sponsors:


